
Stories Short and Strange
Get in Trouble
She has been hailed by
Michael Chabon as “the
most darkly playful voice in
American fiction” and by Neil
Gaiman as “a national treasure.”
Now Kelly Link’s eagerly awaited
new collection—her first for adult
readers in a decade—proves indeli-
bly that this bewitchingly original
writer is among the finest we have. Hurricanes, astro-
nauts, evil twins, bootleggers, Ouija boards, iguanas, The
Wizard of Oz, superheroes, the Pyramids . . . these are just
some of the talismans of an imagination as capacious and
as full of wonder as that of any writer today. But as fan-
tastical as these stories can be, they are always grounded
by sly humor and an innate generosity of feeling for the
frailty—and the hidden strengths—of human beings. In
Get in Trouble, this one-of-a-kind talent expands the
boundaries of what short fiction can do. $25, Random
House, 9780804179683.

Trigger Warning 
Multiple award winning, #1 New York Times bestselling
author Neil Gaiman returns to dazzle and haunt with his
third collection of short fiction, piercing the veil of reali-
ty to reveal the enigmatic, shadowy world that lies
beneath. Trigger Warning is a rich cornucopia of horror
and ghost stories, science fiction and
fairy tales, fabulism and poetry that
explores the realm of experience and
emotion. Stories include a very spe-
cial Doctor Who tale written for the
fiftieth anniversary of the series in
2013; “Black Dog,” which revisits the
world of American Gods; Gaiman’s
own ingenious spin on Sherlock
Holmes, “The Case of Death and
Honey;” and “Click-Clack the
Rattlebag,” which explains the creaks
and clatter we hear when we’re all
alone in the darkness. Full of wonder
and terror, surprises and amuse-

ments, Trigger Warning is a
treasury of delights from
one of the most unique and

popular literary artists of our
day. $26.99, William Morrow,
9780062330260.

The Doll Collection
The Doll Collection is exactly
what it sounds like: a treasured toy

box of all-original dark stories about dolls of all types, fea-
turing everything from life-sized clockwork dolls to all-
too-human Betsy Wetsy-type baby dolls. These stories
play into the true creepiness of dolls, but avoid the clichés
that often show up in stories of this type. Master antholo-
gist Ellen Datlow has assembled a list of beautiful and
terrifying stories from bestselling and critically acclaimed
authors including Joyce Carol Oates, Seanan McGuire,
Carrie Vaughn, Pat Cadigan, Tim Lebbon, Richard
Kadrey, Genevieve Valentine, and Jeffrey Ford. The col-
lection is illustrated with photographs of dolls taken by
Datlow and other devoted doll collectors from the science
fiction and fantasy field. The result is a star-studded col-
lection exploring one of the most primal fears of readers
of dark fiction everywhere, and one that every reader will
want to add to their own collection. $27.99, Tor/Forge,
9780765376800.
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 Keeping It LocalDoing Our Part To
Keep America Interesting

Want a Friend? Be a Friend!
A Friend of the Oswego Public Library, that is!

This event is free and open to the public. 
Copies of Four Perfect Pebbles are always 
available for purchase at the bookstore and at 
Oswego Middle School the night of the event.

Dear Booklover,

accumulated detritus of the long 

up! Get going!

a tall glass of iced tea and a good 

into the pages of the most amazing story you’ve ever heard. That other stuff 

book in your hands.

you soon at the river’s end bookstore!

Mindy Ostrow & Bill Reilly, Owners

Join the Friends and make a difference! 
Join an organization that supports 
programs and services at the library 
that enrich the lives of people of all 
ages. To become a friend, stop in at the 
library, pick up a brochure at the river’s 
end bookstore, or call 315-726-3651.
That’s keeping it local!

Th e Oswego International War of 1812 Symposium
April 18 & 19

Lake Ontario Event & Conference Center
– Best Western, Oswego

A weekend of noteworthy 
speakers from the U.S. 
and Canada! Advance 
reservation is required. 
For more information, 
visit fortoswego.com. Be 
sure to check out our 
great selection of civil
war books!

Community Night at Oswego Middle School
Th ursday, May 14 @ 7pm
Featuring Marion Blumenthal Lazan,
co-author of Four Perfect Pebbles
Presentation and book signing

Congratulations
SUNY Oswego Graduates!

Read on!



Haunted by the Past
A God in Ruins
Kate Atkinson’s Life After Life explored the power of choic-
es, following Ursula Todd as she relived the turbulence of
the last century over and over. A God in Ruins tells the story
of the 20th Century through Ursula's younger brother
Teddy—poet, pilot, husband, father, and grandfather—as
he navigates a rapidly changing world. A moving explo-
ration of one ordinary man's path through extraordinary
times, A God in Ruins proves once again that Kate Atkinson
is one of the finest novelists of our age. $28, Little Brown,
9780316176538.

Sweetland
The scarcely populated town of Sweetland’s slow decline
finally reaches a head when the government offers each
islander a resettlement package, the sole stipulation being
that everyone must leave. Fierce and enigmatic Moses
Sweetland is the only one to refuse. As he watches his
neighbors leave, he recalls the town’s rugged history and its
eccentric cast of characters. As in his critically acclaimed
novel Galore, Crummey masterfully weaves together past
and present, creating in Sweetland a spectacular portrait of
one man’s battle to survive as his environment vanishes
around him. $24.95, Liveright, 9780871407900.  

Black River
Wes grew up in the small Montana town of Black River and,
like most of the men there, made his living as a Corrections
Officer. But convict Bobby Williams changed everything for
Wes when he held him hostage during a riot. Now, twenty
years later, Wes’ wife is dead and Williams is up for parole.
As Wes grieves for all he’s lost, he must decide what he
believes and whether he can let Williams walk away. With
spare prose and stunning detail, S. M. Hulse drops us deep
into the heart and darkness of an American town in Black
River. $24, Houghton Mifflin, 9780544309876.

All the Old Knives
Six years ago, terrorists took over a hundred hostages, and
the rescue attempt went terribly wrong, a tragedy witnessed
by the CIA’s Vienna station. CIA officers Henry Pelham
and Celia Harrison were lovers at the time, but Celia left
the agency and is now living an ordinary life. Henry travels
to see her, to relive the past, maybe, or to finally put it
behind him. Each also wonders what role the other might
have played in the way the tragedy unfolded six years ago.
All the Old K nives is NYT bestseller Olen Steinhauer’s most
intimate, cerebral, and shocking novel to date. $23.99,
Minotaur, 9781250045423. 

A Crown for Cold Silver
Twenty years ago, feared general Cobalt Zosia led her five
villainous captains and mercenary army into battle, wrestling
monsters and toppling an empire. When there were no more
titles to win and no more worlds to conquer, she retired and
gave up her legend to history. Now the peace she carved for
herself has been shattered by the unprovoked slaughter of
her village. Seeking bloody vengeance, Zosia heads for bat-
tle once more, but to find justice she must confront grudge-
bearing enemies, once-loyal allies, and an unknown army
that marches under a familiar banner. Five villains. One leg-
endary general. A final quest for revenge. $26, Orbit,
9780316277983.

The Dead Lands
In Benjamin Percy’s post-apocalyptic reimagining of the
Lewis and Clark saga, a super flu and nuclear fallout have
made a husk of the world we know. A few humans carry on,
living in outposts such as the Sanctuary. Then a rider comes
and reports on the outside world: to the west, rain falls,
crops grow, civilization thrives. But there is danger: an army
pillaging and enslaving every community they happen upon.
A small group, led by Lewis Meriwether and Mina Clark, set
out to reunite the States. But the Sanctuary won’t let them
go without a fight. $26, Grand Central, 9781455528240.

A June of Ordinary Murders
Dublin, June 1887: the Castle administration hopes
Victoria’s Golden Jubilee will pass peacefully. But two muti-
lated bodies are discovered, and Detective Sergeant Joe
Swallow steps up to investigate. When evidence suggests
high-level involvement and the body count increases,
Swallow must navigate the treacherous waters of foolish
superiors, political directives, and frayed tempers to solve
the case. Written by former Irish Times editor Conor Brady,
A June of Ordinary Murders is an atmospheric debut cap-
turing the essence of Dublin in the 1880s. $25.99, Minotaur,
9781250057563.
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Paris Red
A richly imagined portrait of the young woman who
inspired Edouard Manet, Paris Red transports the reader
to a world of Parisian cafés, dance halls, and flaneurs. A
young girl in a threadbare dress and green boots talks to a
handsome painter on the street, and soon begins to move
through layers of Parisian society, meeting writers and
artists including Baudelaire and Alfred Stevens. When
Victorine must choose between her old life and new possi-
bilities, the history of art is changed forever. Intense, erot-
ic, and beautifully wrought, Maureen Gibbon’s Paris Red is
a novel about the way art transforms us. $24.95, Norton,
9780393244465.

My Sunshine Away
The debut novel from author M.O. Walsh, My Sunshine
Away unfolds in a Baton Rouge neighborhood best known
for cookouts on sweltering summer afternoons, cauldrons
of spicy crawfish, and passionate football fandom. But in
the summer of 1989, when fifteen-year-old Lindy
Simpson—free spirit, track star, and belle of the block—
experiences a horrible crime late one evening near her
home, it becomes apparent that this idyllic stretch of
Southern suburbia has a dark side, too. $26.95, Putnam,
9780399169526.

Oh! You Pretty Things
From writer Shanna Mahin comes the story of Jess Dunne,
a third-generation Hollywood girl whose star on the boule-
vard has yet to materialize. When Jess’ cooking garners
the attention of an actress on the rise, she’s all too willing
to upgrade her career, a decision that will have far-reach-
ing ramifications for all her relationships, including her
failed-actress mother—who puts the “strange” in
estrangement. Oh! You Pretty Things is a dizzying ride at
the carnival of fame, a fast-paced and sharply funny work
that dares to imagine what happens when we go over the
top in a town of gilded excess. $26.95, Dutton,
9780525955047.

The Fishermen
Told from the point of view of nine-year-old Benjamin, the
youngest of four brothers, The Fishermen is the Cain and
Abel-esque story of an unforgettable childhood in 1990s
Nigeria, in the small town of Akure. When the four broth-
ers skip school and go fishing, they meet a dangerous local
madman who persuades the oldest of the boys that he is
destined to be killed by one of his siblings. What happens
next is an almost mythic event whose impact—both tragic
and redemptive—will transcend the lives and imaginations
of its characters and its readers. With this bold debut,
Chigozie Obioma emerges as one of the most original new
voices of modern African literature. $26, Little Brown,
9780316338370.

Love, Life, and Fame
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The Making of Zombie Wars
This is the serious, seriously funny roller-coaster ride of sex and
violence that Aleksandar Hemon has long promised. Josh Levin
is an aspiring screenwriter teaching ESL classes in Chicago. His
laptop is full of ideas, but the only one to really take root is
“Zombie Wars.” When Josh comes home to discover his land-
lord, an unhinged army vet, rifling through his dirty laundry, he
decides to move in with his girlfriend, Kimmy. It’s domestic bliss
for a moment, but Josh becomes entangled with a student, a
Bosnian woman named Ana, whose husband is jealous and vio-
lent. Disaster ensues, and as Josh’s choices move from silly to
profoundly absurd, The Making of Zombie Wars takes on real
consequence. $26, Farrar Straus Giroux, 9780374203412.

Welcome to Braggsville
From T. Geronimo Johnson, the PEN/Faulkner finalist and crit-
ically acclaimed author of Hold It ‘Til It Hurts, comes a dark and
socially provocative Southern-fried comedy about four UC
Berkeley students who stage a dramatic protest during a Civil
War reenactment—a fierce, funny, tragic work. A literary com-
ing-of-age novel for a new generation, written with tremendous
social insight and a unique, generous heart, Welcome to
Braggsville reminds us of the promise and perils of youthful exu-
berance, while painting an indelible portrait of contemporary
America. $25.99, William Morrow, 9780062302120.

Clever Girl
Tessa Hadley possesses an eye for the beauty, innocence, and
irony of ordinary lives that elevates domestic fiction to literary
art. Written with her celebrated precision, intensity, and com-
plexity, Clever Girl is a powerful exploration of family relation-
ships and class, witnessed by an Englishwoman named Stella.
Unfolding in a series of snapshots, the novel follows Stella from
childhood in the 1960s into the murky waters of middle age. The
story is vivid in its immediacy and rich in drama—violent deaths,
failed affairs, broken dreams, missed chances—coupled with
Hadley’s keen skill at capturing the ways men and women think
and feel and relate to one another. $25.99, HarperTorch,
9780062270399.

Odysseus Abroad
From acclaimed writer Amit Chaudhuri, a wistful and ribald new
novel about a day in the life of two Indian men in London—a
university student and his bachelor uncle—each coping in his
own way with alienation and the art of living. The narrative sur-
face has the sensual richness that has graced all of Amit
Chaudhuri’s work, but the great charm and depth of the novel
reside in 22-year-old Ananda’s far-ranging ruminations, his
uncle Radhesh’s artfully wielded to idiosyncrasies, and the spiky,
needful, sometimes comical, ultimately loving connection
between the two men. $24, Knopf, 9781101874516.
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Teen Loss and Identity
The Haunting of Sunshine Girl
From the moment they arrive, sixteen-year-old Sunshine
knows something about their new house is just... creepy.
Sunshine is followed around the house by an icy breeze, a
phantom wind slams her bedroom door shut, and the
laughter Sunshine hears on her first night evolves into
sobs. As the spirits become more frightening, it becomes
clear that Sunshine’s mother is in danger and that
Sunshine must pass a test to save her. Based on the popu-
lar YouTube channel, Paige MacKenzie’s The Haunting of
Sunshine Girl has been described as “Gilmore Girls meets
Paranormal Activity.” $16, Weinstein, 9781602862722.

All the Rage
In the new novel from This is Not a Test author Courtney
Summers, Kellan Turner is not the golden boy everyone
thinks he is. Romy Grey knows that for a fact, but no one
wants to believe a girl from the wrong side of town.
Branded a liar and bullied by her former friends, Romy’s
only refuge is the diner where she works. But when a girl
with ties to both Romy and Kellan goes missing, Romy
must decide whether she wants to fight or carry the burden
of knowing more girls could get hurt if she doesn’t speak
up. $18.99, St. Martins Griffin, 9781250021915.

The Walls Around Us 
On the outside there’s Violet, an eighteen-year-old dancer
days away from the life of her dreams. On the inside, in
Aurora Hills juvenile detention center, there’s Amber,
locked up so long she can’t imagine freedom. Tying them
together is Orianna, holding the key to the girls’ mysteries.
What happened the night Orianna stepped between Violet
and her tormentors? In singing prose, Nova Ren Suma
tells a supernatural tale of guilt and innocence, and of what
happens when one is mistaken for the other. $17.95,
Algonquin, 9781616203726.

Fallout (Lois Lane) 
In Gwenda Bond’s new novel, Lois Lane is starting a new
life in Metropolis. Her Army family is putting down roots
in the big city, and Lois is determined to fit in. But she can
see it won’t be that easy. A group known as the Warheads
is making life miserable for a girl at school, messing with
her mind via an immersive videogame. Armed with her wit
and her new snazzy job as a reporter, Lois has her sights set
on solving this mystery. Thank goodness for her maybe-
more-than-a-friend, a guy she knows only by his screen-
name, SmallvilleGuy. $16.95, Switch, 9781630790059.

Hold Me Closer
Watch out, ex-boyfriends, and get out of the way, homopho-
bic coaches. Tiny Cooper has something to say—and he’s
going to say it in song. Filled with honesty, humor, and “big,
lively, belty” musical numbers, Hold Me Closer: The Tiny
Cooper Story is the no-holds-barred (and many-bars-held)
entirety of the beloved musical first introduced in Will
Grayson, Will Grayson, the award-winning bestseller by
John Green and David Levithan. In Levithan’s sequel, Tiny
Cooper is finally taking center stage… and the world will
never be the same again. $17.99, Dutton Juvenile,
9780525428848.

Vanishing Girls
Dara and Nick used to be inseparable, but that was before
Dara kissed Parker, before Nick lost Parker as her best
friend, before the accident that scarred Dara’s beautiful
face. Now the two sisters aren’t speaking. When Dara van-
ishes, Nick thinks she is just playing around. But another
girl has vanished, too—nine-year-old Madeline Snow—and
Nick becomes convinced that the two disappearances are
linked. In this edgy and compelling novel, New York Times
bestselling author Lauren Oliver creates a world of intrigue,
loss, and suspicion as two sisters search to find themselves
and each other. $18.99, HarperCollins, 9780062224101.

The Dead I Know
Aaron Rowe walks in his sleep and is haunted by dreams he
can’t explain and memories he can’t recover. Death doesn’t
scare him—his new job with a funeral director may even be
his salvation. But if he doesn’t discover the truth about his
past, he may fall asleep one night and never wake up. In this
dark and witty psychological drama, Aaron finds that mak-
ing peace with the dead may be easier than coming to terms
with the living. Publisher’s Weekly says Scot Gardner’s “rich
novel [creates] profound moments that will linger in read-
ers’ minds.” $17.99, Harcourt, 9780544232747.
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Tales for Tots
In
For a boy and his toy giraffe, today is the perfect day to stay in.
Snug in his pajamas, he reads books, bakes popovers, and, with
his imagination, transforms a wicker basket into a rocket ship
that takes him into “innerspace.” Illustrated with the gorgeous
paper cuts for which Nikki McClure is known, In reminds us
of the essential childhood pleasures found in an engaged day
of imaginative play and exploration, without electronics,
scheduled activities, or adults. Ages 2-5. $16.95, Abrams
Appleseed, 9781419714863.

Over the Hills and Far Away
This spectacular treasury of 150 classic nursery rhymes
and new discoveries edited by Elizabeth Hammill features
a star-studded roster of seventy-seven illustrators. Over
the Hills and Far Away: A Treasury of Nursery Rhymes is
a unique collection of verse from across the globe,
including rhymes from the English-speaking world as
well as selections that originated in Chinese, Latino,
African, and other cultures. This volume is truly an
adventure in language, image, and imagination, perfect
for little ones hearing these verses for the first time as
well as for families sharing across generations. Ages 4-7.
$21.99, Candlewick Press, 9780763677299.

Bedtime Math
In the spirit of making math as beloved as the bedtime
story, Laura Overdeck’s Bedtime Math books pair wacky
math problems with colorful high-energy illustrations by
Jim Paillot, creating a book you can cuddle with. In this
third volume, Bedtime Math: The Truth Comes Out,
kids will learn the real story behind some of society’s
perplexing questions: How many eyelids does a camel
have? Did astronauts ever eat ice cream in space? As
kids run the numbers, they will uncover the truth on a
variety of topics that will entertain and intrigue. Ages
3-7. $15.99, Feiwel and Friends, 9781250047755.

You Nest Here with Me 
With its rhyming text, the soothing bedtime book
You Nest Here with Me is an ode to baby birds every-
where and sleepy children home safe in their own
beds. As a mother describes to her child how birds
make their nests, the soothing refrain of “you nest
here with me” eases her little one and readers alike
to slumber. Combining their poetic writing and
their love of birding, mother and daughter Jane
Yolen and Heidi Stemple have written what is sure
to become a bedtime classic. Ages 4-8. $16.95,

Boyds Mills Press, 9781590789230.

Turtle and Me
Beloved author Robie H. Harris presents a
sweet tale about the comfort of “loveys” in
Turtle and Me, a charming story about the
adventures a little boy has with his beloved toy
turtle until one fateful day, Turtle suffers a
horrible rip the boy can’t repair. He decides
he doesn’t need his old chewed up, sewn up,
ripped up raggedy turtle anymore. But when
he tries to sleep at night, he begins to think
otherwise! Ages 4-8. $16.99, Little Bee Books, 9781499800463.

The Big Ideas of Buster Bickles
Buster Bickles’ big ideas were always getting him
into trouble. No one appreciated his genius! No one,
that is, until Uncle Roswell, who invites Buster to
test his newly invented What-if Machine. Now any-
thing Buster imagines can become reality. Packed
with chaos and hilarity, The Big Ideas of Buster
Bickles explores the trouble you can get into when
anything is possible in this fantastically creative pic-
ture book by debut author-illustrator Dave
Wasson. Ages 4-7. $17.99, HarperCollins,
9780062291783.

Stick and Stone
When Stick rescues Stone from a prickly situ-
ation with a Pinecone, the pair become fast
friends. But when Stick gets stuck, can Stone
return the favor? Author Beth Ferry makes a
memorable debut with a warm, rhyming text
that includes a subtle anti-bullying message
even the youngest reader will understand. In
this funny story about kindness and friend-
ship, Stick and Stone join George and
Martha, Frog and Toad, and Elephant and
Piggie, as some of the best friend duos in
children’s literature. Ages 2-5. $16.99,
Harcourt, 9780544032569.

Up in the Garden and 
Down in the Dirt
In this exuberant follow-up to the award-winning
Over and Under the Snow, Kate Messner explores the
wonders that lie hidden between stalks, under the
shade of leaves, and underground. In Up in the
Garden and Down in the Dirt, readers experience
the hidden world and many lives of a garden
through the course of a year, including the visible
plants above ground and the burrowing animals
below. Ages 5-8. $16.99, Chronicle Books,
9781452119366.

6

SLJ
Starred
Review

Avail. 4/7

Avail-
able
4/7

Avail-
able
4/21

PW
Starred
Review

PW
Starred
Review



The Boy Who Lost Fairyland
The Boy Who Lost Fairyland is Catherynne Valente’s
fourth book in her New York Times best-selling
Fairyland series, which TIME Magazine calls “one of the
most extraordinary works of fantasy published so far this
century.” In this installment, a troll named Hawthorn
grows up as a changeling in our world. When he returns
home, he discovers an Endless Summer, power-hungry
Fairies, and rumors of an ancient King with a terrible
hunger. Things look bleak until he encounters a young
Scientiste and her very big, very red assistant. Ages 10-
13. $16.99, Feiwel and Friends, 9781250023490.

Backlash
In critically acclaimed author Sarah Darer Littman’s
gripping new novel Backlash, what happens online does
not always stay online. Lara just got told off on
Facebook. She thought that Christian liked her; so what’s
with this sudden change? And where does he get off say-
ing horrible things on her wall? Even worse: are they
true? No one realized how far Christian’s harsh com-
ments would push Lara, but as online life collides with
real life, the truth starts to come together, and the back-
lash is more devastating than anyone could have imag-
ined. Ages 13-17. $17.99, Scholastic, 9780545651264.

Undertow 
Undertow is book one in this much-anticipated trilogy
from bestselling author Michael Buckley. Lyric Walker’s
life is forever changed when the Alpha arrive, a five-
nation race of ocean-dwelling warriors. The world’s ini-
tial wonder quickly turns ugly, and Lyric’s town trans-
forms into a military zone. When Lyric is recruited to
help the crown prince assimilate, she falls for him, put-
ting them both in danger. Only, what if the Alpha are not
the enemy at all? Because the real enemy is coming. And
it’s more terrifying than anything the world has seen.
Ages 12+. $18.99, Harcourt Brace and Co.,
9780544348257.

Mosquitoland
Brutally honest and habitually snarky, Mim Malone lives
in a medicated milieu with her dad and new stepmom.
But when she learns that her mother is sick, she hops a
Greyhound bus to her real home and mother. As her
thousand-mile odyssey takes a few unexpected turns,
Mim must confront her own demons, redefining her
notions of love, loyalty, and what it means to be sane.
Told in an unforgettable, kaleidoscopic voice,
Mosquitoland is the start of an incredibly exciting career
for David Arnold. Ages 14-17. $17.99, Viking Children’s
Books, 9780451470775.

Kids, Tweens, and Teens
The Worst Class Trip Ever
In this hilarious novel Dave Barry takes us on The Worst
Class Trip Ever to Washington, DC. Wyatt and his friends
from Culver Middle School find themselves in a heap of
trouble—not just with their teachers, but from several mys-
terious men they first meet on their flight to the nation’s
capitol. In a fast-paced adventure with the capitol’s monu-
ments as a backdrop, the kids try to stay out of danger and
out of the doghouse while trying to save the president from
attack—or maybe not. Ages 8-12. $13.99, Disney-Hyperion,
9781484708491.

Ferals
Jacob Grey’s Ferals is the first book in a dark, action-
packed trilogy that’s part The Graveyard Book, part
Batman, and all high-octane adventure. After the Dark
Summer—a wave of violent crime that swept through the
city—a boy called Caw is left homeless, his only compan-
ions a group of crows. Over time, Caw discovers others like
him: ferals who can speak to certain animals. And some of
them are dangerous. Now, the most sinister feral of all—the
Spinning Man—is on the move. And Caw must prepare to
defeat an unimaginable darkness. Ages 8-12. $16.99,
HarperCollins, 9780062321039.

Watch the Sky
11-year-old Jory has an unusual homelife in this moving
story by Kirsten Hubbard. His paranoid stepfather Caleb
institutes many rules to protect the family from unspecified
dangers, such as watching for peculiar “signs,” always wear-
ing boots, and trusting no one. Jory finds escape in school
friendships, but as those relationships develop, Caleb
begins making final preparations for the family. And when
Jory realizes the stark reality of his stepfather’s plans, he
must choose between living his own life or shutting his eyes
to the bright world he’s just begun to see. Ages 9-12. $16.99,
Disney-Hyperion, 9781484708330.

Stolen Magic
The Newbery Honor author of Ella Enchanted, Gail Carson
Levine weaves a thrilling tale of mystery in Stolen Magic, a
companion to A Tale of Two Castles. Elodie, the dragon
detective Meenore, and the kindly ogre Count Jonty Um
discover the theft of a statue called the Replica that keeps
the volcano on Elodie’s home island from erupting. If the
Replica isn’t found in three days, a mountain will be
destroyed. And when Elodie ends up with a cast of charac-
ters who all may be guilty, she has to use her wits to unrav-
el a tangled web of lies. Ages 8-12. $16.99, HarperCollins,
9780061706370. 
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The Days of Anna Madrigal 
(Tales of the City)
In Armistead Maupin’s novel, ninety-
two-year-old Mrs. Anna Madrigal has
found peace with her “logical family” in
San Francisco. Some of the family are
bound for Burning Man, where sixty
thousand revelers gather to construct a
city that lasts only one week. Anna her-
self, with her former tenant Brian
Hawkins and his beat-up RV, journeys
into the dusty troubled heart of her

Depression childhood to unearth a lifetime of secrets
and dreams and attend to unfinished business she has

long avoided. $15.99, HarperPerennial, 9780062196279.

The Good Luck of Right Now
From The Silver Linings Playbook author
Matthew Quick comes The Good Luck
of Right Now. When Bartholomew
Neil’s mother gets sick and dies, he has
no idea how to be on his own, but he
thinks he’s found a clue in a “Free
Tibet” letter hidden in his mother’s
underwear drawer. A struggling priest, a
“Girlbrarian,” and the spirit of Richard
Gere all join the quest to help. In a rent-
ed Ford Focus, they travel to Canada to
see the Cat Parliament and find his bio-
logical father. $14.99, Harper
Paperbacks, 9780062285614.

Daring Greatly
Every day we experience the uncertainty,
risks, and emotional exposure that define
what it means to be vulnerable. Based on
twelve years of pioneering research, Dr.
Brené Brown dispels the cultural myth
that vulnerability is weakness and argues
that it is, in truth, our most accurate
measure of courage. In a world where
“never enough” dominates and feeling
afraid has become second nature, vulner-
ability is subversive. Uncomfortable. It’s
even a little dangerous at times. Daring
Greatly is a practice and a powerful new
vision for letting ourselves be seen. $17,
Avery, 9781592408412

The Last Two Seconds: Poems
The eagerly awaited new poetry collection by Mary Jo Bang, winner of the
National Book Critics Circle Award, The Last Two Seconds is an astonishing
confrontation with time—our experience of it as measured out by our percep-
tions, our lives, and our machines. In these poems, full of vivid imagery and
imaginative logic, Bang captures the difficulties inherent in being human in
the twenty-first century, when we set our watches by nuclear disasters, species
collapse, pollution, mounting inequalities, warring nations, and our own mor-
tality. This is brilliant and profound work by an essential poet of our time.
$16, Graywolf, 9781555977047.

From the New World
This indispensable volume of poems selected from almost four decades of
work tracks the evolution of one of our most renowned contemporary poets,
Pulitzer Prize winner Jorie Graham. From the New World: Poems 1976-2014,
creates a startlingly fresh trajectory through books whose far-reaching inno-
vations significantly influenced the landscape of contemporary poetry. From
the New World—part spiritual autobiography, part survival manual—tracks
what it is to attempt wakefulness in this moment of human history. $29.99,
Ecco, 9780062315403.

Extracting the Stone of Madness: Poems 1962-1972
Revered by the likes of Octavio Paz and Roberto Bolano, Alejandra Pizarnik
is still a hidden treasure in the U.S. Extracting the Stone of Madness unearths
this extraordinary poet for English readers in a bilingual edition that spans
the heights of Pizarnik’s oeuvre. Obsessed with themes of solitude, childhood,
madness, and death, Pizarnik explores the shifting valences of the self and the
vague border between speech and silence. This compilation of poems includes
the full collections of her middle to late work, as well as a selection of posthu-
mously published verse. $18.95, New Directions, 9780811223966.

The Complete Poetry
As the world celebrates and reflects on the beautiful life of Maya Angelou,
Random House presents an updated collection of her works of poetry. From
her reflections on African American life and hardship in Just Give Me a Cool
Drink of Water ’fore I Diiie to her revolutionary celebrations of womanhood in
Phenomenal Woman and Still I Rise, and her elegant tributes to dignitaries Bill
Clinton and Nelson Mandela, every inspiring word of Maya Angelou’s poet-
ry is included in the pages of this volume. Most specially, this collection
includes a never-before-published poem titled, Amazement Awaits, written by
the poet and commissioned for the 2008 Olympic Games. $30, Random
House, 9780812997873.

New in 
Paperback!

The Art of Poetry
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Understanding Our World
To Explain the World
In this irreverent, compelling history, Nobel Prize-winning
physicist Steven Weinberg explores the investigations of
scientists from ancient and medieval times as they strug-
gled to solve mysteries that gradually pushed science for-
ward as a modern discipline. An illuminating exploration
of how we have come to analyze our world, To Explain the
World: the Discovery of Modern Science is a sweeping
account of how difficult it was to discover the goals and
methods of modern science, and the impact of this discov-
ery on human understanding and development. $28.99,
Harper, 9780062346650.

Galileo’s Middle Finger
An investigation of some of the most contentious debates
of our time, Galileo’s Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists,
and the Search for Justice in Science describes Alice
Dreger’s experiences on the front lines of scientific contro-
versy, where for two decades she has worked as an advo-
cate for victims of unethical research while also defending
the right of scientists to pursue challenging research into
human identities. Galileo’s Middle Finger ultimately makes
the case for treating the quest for evidence as essentially
sacred, and doing so specifically to advance justice. $27.95,
Penguin Press, 9781594206085.

Evolving Ourselves
Why are rates of conditions like autism, asthma, obesity,
and allergies exploding at an unprecedented pace? Why
are humans living longer, getting smarter, and having far
fewer kids? How might your lifestyle affect future genera-
tions? If Darwin were alive today, how would he explain
this new world? In Evolving Ourselves: How Unnatural
Selection and Nonrandom Mutation are Changing Life on
Earth, futurist Juan Enriquez and scientist Steve Gullans
conduct a sweeping tour of how humans are changing the
course of evolution. Provocative and optimistic, Evolving
Ourselves is the ultimate guide to the next phase of life on
Earth. $28.95, Current, 9781617230202.

The Interstellar Age
The fantastic journey of Voyager 1 and 2 began in 1977,
before the first episode of Cosmos aired, and in about
40,000 years, they will pass their first star. The mission was
planned as a grand tour beyond the moon, beyond Mars,
Jupiter, and Saturn, and maybe even into interstellar
space. The fact that it actually happened makes this
humanity’s greatest space mission. In The Interstellar Age:
Inside the Forty-Year Voyager Mission, award-winning
planetary scientist Jim Bell reveals what drove and contin-
ues to drive the members of this extraordinary team.
$27.95, Dutton, 9780525954323.

Future Crimes
With explosive insights based upon a career in law enforcement
and counterterrorism, Marc Goodman takes readers on a jour-
ney through the darkest recesses of the Internet. Reading like
science fiction, but based in fact, Future Crimes: Everything Is
Connected, Everyone Is Vulnerable and What We Can Do
About It explores how bad actors are primed to hijack the tech-
nologies of tomorrow, including robotics, synthetic biology,
nanotechnology, virtual reality, and artificial intelligence.
Provocative and empowering, Future Crimes explores how we
can take control of our devices and harness technology’s power
for the betterment of humanity—before it’s too late. $27.95,
Doubleday, 9780385539005.

Big Weed
Legal marijuana is the hottest story in the US today. 22 states
have authorized sales in some form; we are witnessing the dawn
of a new industry, and the rules are being established on the fly.
Christian Hageseth is the face of the revolution—an entrepre-
neur and father of three who worked in the white-collar profes-
sional world for 20 years before opening his first dispensary.
The founder and chairman of the fastest-growing marijuana
company in the country, he guides readers through this wild
frontier in Big Weed: An Entrepreneur’s High-Stakes
Adventures in the Budding Legal Marijuana Business. $26,
Palgrave MacMillan, 9781137280008.

The Residence
No one has insight into America’s First Families like the peo-
ple who serve their meals and make their beds every day. Full
of stories and details by turns dramatic, humorous, and heart-
warming, The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White
House reveals daily life in the White House through the voices
of the maids, butlers, cooks, florists, doormen, engineers, and
others who tend to the needs of the President and First Family.
Combining archival research with first-person anecdotes from
interviews with White House staff members, Kate Andersen
Brower shares surprising stories that illuminate day-to-day life
at the White House. $27.99, Harper, 9780062305190.

A Kim-Jong Il Production
This extraordinary true story follows Kim Jong-Il’s 1978 kid-
napping of the golden couple of South Korean cinema, the
movies they made, and their escape. Before becoming the
world’s most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-Il ran North Korea’s
Ministry for Propaganda and ordered the kidnapping and labor
of Choi Eun-Hee, South Korea’s most famous actress, and Shin
Sang-Ok, the country’s most famous filmmaker. A nonfiction
thriller packed with passion and politics, Paul Fischer’s A K im
Jong-Il Production: The Extraordinary True Story of a
K idnapped Filmmaker, His Star Actress, and a Young
Dictator’s Rise to Power illuminates a fascinating chapter of
North Korea’s history. $27.99, Flatiron Books, 9781250054265.
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Find the Good
Heather Lende has been called “part Annie Dillard, part Anne Lamott”
(Los Angeles Times). As the obituary writer in Haines, Alaska, she knows
about lives well lived, and she’s distilled her lessons into three words: Find
the Good. “We are all writing our own obituary every day by how we live,”
she says. “The best news is that there’s still time for additions and revisions
before it goes to press.” Find the Good: Unexpected Life Lessons from a
Small-Town Obituary Writer offers a way out of the negativity that often
overwhelms our daily routines. $16.95, Algonquin, 9781616201678.

Looking at Mindfulness
Already an international bestseller, this captivating book by French psychi-
atrist Christophe André turns to art as a gateway for exploring the benefits
of mindfulness and meditation. Beautifully illustrated in color, André
curates a collection of classic and esoteric works from Rembrandt to
Magritte, providing lucid commentary on each painting. From paying atten-
tion to our breath to accepting unhappiness as a part of life rather than a
personal shortcoming, Mindfulness: 25 Ways to Live in the Moment
Through Art reminds us to embrace the things we deem ordinary as impor-
tant and fulfilling. $27.95, Blue Rider Press, 9780399175633.

The Little Free Library Book
In 2009, Todd Bol built the first Little Free Library as a memorial to his
mom. Five years later, this simple idea to promote literacy and encourage
community has become a movement. Little Free Libraries—freestanding
front-yard book exchanges—now number twenty thousand in seventy coun-
tries. In The Little Free Library Book: Take a Book Return a Book, Margret
Aldrich tells the history of these charming libraries, gathers poignant first-
hand stories from owners, provides a resource guide, and delights readers
with color images of the most creative and inspired LFLs around. $25,
Coffee House Press, 9781566894074.

The Community Table
JCCs are cultural community epicenters of modern Jewish life, and nothing
says community like food. Now, three JCC Manhattan chefs share classic
recipes such as Weekly Challah and Latkes Four Ways, plus  contemporary
dishes with a farm-to-table emphasis: Fig and Fennel Bread, Brussels
Sprouts with Pomegranate and Citrus Glaze, and more. Katja Goldman’s
The Community Table: Recipes and Stories from the Jewish Community
Center in Manhattan and Beyond highlights the JCC community and cele-
brates all of its many flavors. $35, Grand Central, 9781455554355.

Books to Rejuvenate
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A Girl and Her Greens
A Girl and Her Greens: Hearty Meals from the Garden reflects the lighter
side of April Bloomfield, the renowned chef whose name is nearly synony-
mous with nose-to-tail eating. In recipes such as Pot-Roasted Romanesco
Broccoli and Onions with Sage Pesto, April demonstrates her basic princi-
ples: that unforgettable food comes out of simple, honest ingredients, an
attention to detail, and a love for the sensual pleasures of cooking and eat-
ing. Written in her appealing style, this cookbook features beautiful photog-
raphy, insightful sidebars and tips, as well as charming narratives that reveal
her sources of inspiration. $34.99, Ecco Press, 9780062225887.

Very Good Lives 
In 2008, J.K. Rowling delivered an affecting commencement speech at
Harvard University. Now published for the first time in book form, Very Good
Lives: The Fringe Benefits of Failure and the Importance of Imagination
presents Rowling’s words of wisdom for anyone at a turning point in life. How
can we embrace failure? And how can we use our imagination to better both
ourselves and others? Drawing from stories of her own post-graduate years,
the world famous author addresses some of life’s most important questions
with acuity and emotional force. $15, Little Brown, 9780316369152.

Creative Schools
Ken Robinson is one of the world’s most influential voices in creativity and
education, and his 2006 TED Talk on the subject is the most viewed in the
organization’s history. In Creative Schools: The Grassroots Revolution
That’s Transforming Education, Robinson tackles one of today’s most criti-
cal issues: how to transform the nation’s troubled schools. He argues for an
end to our industrial educational system and proposes instead a personalized,
organic approach that draws on today’s technological and professional
resources to engage all students, develop their love of learning, and enable
them to face the challenges of the twenty-first century. $27.95, Viking,
9780670016716.

In the spring, at the end 
of the day, you should 

smell like dirt.
–Margaret Atwood
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Th e Making of Zombie Wars
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Orhan’s Inheritance
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even mysterious adventure of Kemal and Seda and their 
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a fascinating bit of information on every page–in almost 
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Extraordinary Means

his parents send him to Latham 
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9780062217165
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the river’s end bookstore
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Friends of the Central Library 
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author appearances.

INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE DAY!

from
coast to coast

and art pieces

HELP US CELEBRATE
OUR 17TH ANNIVERSARY!

BOOK LAUNCH CELEBRATION FOR SANDY POND
MEET AUTHOR TIM PAULDINE

are the reasons people have come to Sandy Pond for 
hundreds of years. Sandy Pond’s fascinating history 

States. Formed by retreating glaciers that carved 
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